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Synopsis

Since March 2000, photographer Joel Sternfeld has been documenting the abandoned elevated
railway, the High Line, which runs down the West Side of Manhattan. Sometimes a river of grass,
sometimes more like wheat fields of Canada, this unique ruin permits contemplation of nature, and
of cityscape. Walking the path of this true time landscape, experiencing the seasons as they unfold
in a ribbon within the vertical architectural landscape of New York City, Sternfeld has created a suite
of images marked by quiet grace and formal rigor. In Walking the High Line, as in all of his work,
landscape is read as a social and cultural indicator.A major exponent of color photography in
America, Joel Sternfeld was born in New York City in 1944. He has received numerous awards
including two Guggenheim fellowships, a Prix de Rome and the Citibank Photography Award.
Sternfeld’s books include On This Site (1997), Hart Island (1998), Stranger Passing (2001), Sweet
Earth (2006), When It Changed(2007), Oxbow Archive (2008) and First Pictures (2011).
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Customer Reviews

Excellent look at what started the vision of the high line project. Wonderful photography of what was
there and you can see what influence these pictures had on the eventual landscape design of the

wild urban strip.

These are astounding photographs of "The High Line" back when two men were first thinking of

saving it as a park. Sternfeld is a master of landscape photography, and this is an amazing



landscape - an abandoned elevated rail line on the west side of Manhattan. Over the years since it
was abandoned, native plants began to grow by seeding themselves in amongst the rail lines. It is

such a beautiful landscape, seen in the four seasons.

| didn’t read what this book was about and | though it was from the highline as it is now. Not before.

But it has great pictures. Overall a great book.

Before the High Line became world famous well loved park, it was an abandoned railroad viaduct on
the West Side of Manhattan. Joel Sternfeld’s book captured what 20+ years of neglect will do to a
rail line, showing how nature takes over. This book was shown to fundraisers to display what a
magical place the High Line was. Without this book, the High Line we know and love might not have

existed. A great snapshot of history.

First: to anyone giving this book negative reviews because it doesn’t show the "new High Line," you
should read the description of books you buy before purchasing them. Even more to the point, the
new High Line park came to pass to some extent because of the photo in this book. It was a huge
inspiration on many of the crucial people involved in the fight to preserve the High Line and make it
what it is today. The large-format photographs here are gorgeous and purposeful, a fantastic

example of the power of photography to make real-world change beyond the screen or the printed

page.

So disappointed that 99% of this book is prior to the HighLine that exists now. Not even 1 photo of

the completed project. Lots of history but nothing that showcases the outcome.
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